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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's argunnents filed 10 November 2005 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

Applicant asserts that Seeley does not teach the monitoring modules as claimed, 
and fails to teach, inter alia, "extracting" in each of these monitoring modules, areas 
from the images that differ from a reference image, extracting an object from the area, 
classifying the object based on characteristics, such as a characteristic of the type: size, 
shape and/or movement history, associated with the object, if the object is classified as 
a human alarm object. Applicant asserts that the SCU in Seeley receives video from a 
pluality of cameras, and dictates all image processing. Hence, teaches away from the 
monitoring modules as claimed (Remarks, pp. 7-8). Examiner respectfully disagrees. 

Applicant misses the point. Claims 1, 6 and 9 define a monitoring module as 
comprising light-sensitive sensor i.e. video camera. It is noted that Seeley further 
discloses having multiple SCU associated with the video cameras, not strictly just one 
SCU as applicant alludes to in the arguments (see col. 9, line 41-42). Hence, the 
combination of video cameras and SCU's reads on the monitoring module as claimed. 

Applicant further asserts that the "thumbnail" in Seeley does not constitute 
representation of the images in a stylized way (Remarks, pp. 8-9). This argument is not 
persuasive. Presenting a thumbnail of an actual image is in essence presenting a 
preferred "style" of the actual image. 
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With respect to claim 2, Applicant remarks (see p. 9) are not understood. Claim 
2 was individually analyzed and rejected in view of US 6.097,429 (see p. 3 of the Office 
Action), and not based on US 5,956,424. Patent '424 was not cited by the Examiner. 

For the reasons as stated above, the rejection of claims 1-1 1 under 102(e) in 
view of Seeley, US 6,097,429 is maintained. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
(e) the invention was described in- 

(1)an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent; or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed 
under the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for the purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and was 
published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English. 

3. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Seeley 
et a, US 6,097,429 for the same reasons as set forth in the last Office Action. 

(The grounds are restated for applicants convenience) 

Re claims 1, 6 and 9, Seeley discloses the same monitoring system/method for 
monitoring monitored locations (Abstract, figs. 1-2, 7), comprising a plurality of 
monitoring modules (22), each of which has a light-sensitive sensor for recording 
images of the monitored locations (22 are cameras, which are light-sensitive sensor for 
recording images of monitored locations i.e. premises, see col. 8, line 31 - col. 9, line 
5), and a remote monitoring station (fig. 1, "Central Station"), the monitoring modules 
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being arranged to carry out connputer-based analysis of the images, which comprises 
extracting areas from the images that differ from a reference image, extracting an object 
from the area, classifying the object based on characteristics, such as a characteristic of 
the type: size, shape and/or movement history, associated with the object (figs. 1 & 7: 
12, fig. 7 is an exploded view of 12 in fig. 1, see also col. 10, line 48 - col. 12, line 25), 
and if the object is classified as a human alarm object (col. 11, line 15-33), transmitting 
data representing the area in a stylized way (col. 13, line 14-43, i.e. the stylizes way is 
"thumbnails" in photographic slides or mosaic pattern) to the monitoring station ("Central 
Station") which is arranged to recreate and display said transmitted data to the operator 
for verification of the human alarm object (col. 13, line 31-43). 

Re claim 2, a method according to claim 1 , in which the method further 
comprises the step of creating the outline shape of the area in order to represent the 
object in a stylized way. (See col. 10, line 48-62, Note: US patent 5,956,424 discusses 
outline shape algorithm, which is incorporated herein). 

Re claim 3, a method according to any one of claim 1 or 2, in which the stylized 
area is a stylized outline shape. (See claim 2). 

Re claim 4, a method according to any one of the preceding claims, further 
comprising the step of comparing particular characteristics associated with the object 
with corresponding characteristics associated with an object extracted from a previously 
recorded image, in which case if the characteristics conform to the extent that they can 
be considered to belong to the same object, data is recorded about the movement 
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history of the object for classification and/or transmission to the monitoring station to be 
recreated and displayed to the operator. (See col. 1 1 , line 6-63). 

Re claim 5, a method according to any one of the preceding claims, further 
comprising the steps, if the object is classified as a human alarm object, of transmitting 
supplementary alarm information about the area such as information of the type: 
intensity regions and/or line content together with data representing the area in a 
stylized way and of recreating and displaying the transmitted supplementary alarm 
information. (See discussion in claims ! and 2, also col. 11, line 6-63, col. 13, line 16- 
43). 

Re claim 7, a monitoring system according to claim 6, further comprising a 
central panel which is arranged to receive said data representing the area in a stylized 
way from at least a subset of the monitoring modules, and to fonA/ard this data together 
with supplementary data, such as data of the type: date, time and information about 
from which monitoring module said data was received, to the monitoring station. (See 
discussion in claims 1-2, also col. 13, line 16-59). 

Re claim 8, a monitoring system according to claim 6 or 7, in which the 
monitoring modules and the monitoring station are arranged to communicate by 
wireless means, such as by mobile telephony. (See col. 12, line 47-67). 

Re claim 10, a monitoring module according to claim 9, in which the memory is 
arranged to store a particular type of movement information for learning purposes. (See 
fig. 7: "Video Processor" comprises this type of memory). 
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Re claim 1 1 , a monitoring module according to claim 9 or 10, in which the 
monitoring module comprises a supplementary sensor. (See col. 8, line 31-40). 

Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Contact 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vu Le whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-7332. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mehrdad Dastouri can be reached on (571 ) 272-7418. Customer Service 
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can be reached at (571 ) 272-2600. The fax number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status Information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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